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Background and objectives

The European Community and the Republic of
Korea signed two cooperation agreements in
November 2006, one regarding science and
technology (S&T) cooperation and another relating
to fusion energy research. These agreements
provide the legal basis for European-Korean
research cooperation and promote collaboration
between the respective research communities.

KORANET aims at enhancing the existing re-
search partnership between European countries
and South Korea. The project will contribute to
increasing the quality, quantity, profile and impact
of S&T cooperation activities between South Ko-
rea and the European Research Area (ERA). This
will be achieved through several analytical exer-
cises (mappings, foresight studies, inventories
of research institutions and other reports), the
establishment of a pilot funding scheme, and a
joint funding programme as well as several joint
activities (conferences, workshops, information
and brokerage events).

KORANET thus aims at building a sustainable and
coordinated ERA, at enhancing the cooperation
of Korean and European researchers, and at
increasing the Korean participation in the Seventh
Research Framework Programme.

www.koranet.eu
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The more detailed objectives of KORANET are:

m improving information exchange
and cooperation between Korean
and European research communities;

exchanging best practices as regards the
planning and implementation of S&T policies
and international S&T cooperation;
coordinating bilateral approaches of the
participating EU Member States/Associated
Countries and South Korea;

specifying areas of cooperation in priority
research fields;

establishing an appropriate framework

for strategic cooperation;

developing a one-stop agency for Korean
S&T interests;

learning from ongoing ERA-NETs

(good practice);

developing and implementing a full concept
for a joint funding programme in a thematic
area (based on a pilot joint funding scheme);
increasing Korean participation in the EU
Research Framework Programme.
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Overall strategy

The work of KORANET is divided into five Work
Packages (WPs), four of them dealing with the-
matic and one with organisational and manage-
rial issues.

The Work Packages are:

m WP 1: Analysis, monitoring, review
Mapping of regional approaches including
the preparation of reports and specific studies
on S&T cooperation as well as an analysis
of cooperation instruments and approaches

m WP 2: Strategy and foresight
Leading strategic discussions,
identifying cooperation areas of common
interest, setting framework objectives
for future cooperation

= WP 3: Joint funding
Development and implementation of a pilot
joint funding scheme and based on its
evaluation a joint funding programme
of programme owners

m WP 4: Joint activities
Implementing a continuous
scientific and policy dialogue (annual
conferences dedicated to different topics,
workshops, brokerage and information
events, networking activities for researchers)

m WP 5: Organisation and management
General coordination of the project including
information dissemination

For KORANET, a ‘parallel Work Package ap-
proach’ was adopted. This means that all five
Work Packages run through the whole four-year
duration of the project. The main advantages of
this approach are that all KORANET partners are
involved in the project implementation process
from the very beginning to the end. This will lead
to a higher interdependency of the results, the cre-
ation of synergies between Work Packages and
the securing of the commitment of all partners
throughout the whole duration of the project.

Competency networks and clusters are a typical
vehicle to bring together researchers, research
institutions and business/industry. KORANET
therefore envisages the networking of compe-
tence networks through a strong involvement of
existing European networks and Korean clusters.
Both regional as well as thematic networks/clus-
ters will be considered.

Implementation and
dissemination activities

The various objectives of KORANET will be
reached through:

mutual learning through mapping exercises,
foresight studies and analytical reports;
implementing a knowledge-based dialogue
between political decision-makers

and programme owners in European
countries and South Korea;

information gathering and dissemination

of European-Korean S&T cooperation
opportunities;

networking thematic and regional competence
networks/clusters in Europe and South Korea;
identifying options for joint funding activities
of programme owners;

implementing a sustainable joint

funding programme and assessing its
effectiveness and efficiency.

The partners of KORANET will disseminate the
project’s outcomes to a broad audience to en-
sure the optimal spread and use of the gathered
information. The various dissemination activities
will raise the awareness for the S&T potential in
South Korea and inform interested stakeholders
from science, industry and policy about the op-
portunities for an enhanced S&T cooperation.

The dissemination activities include:

the establishment of a KORANET

project website on which the project results
(reports, databases, inventories) will be
made publicly available;

the development and regular update of an
internal Knowledge Management Plan and
a project intranet where internal information
and documents will be made available to all
KORANET partners;

tools for proactive external communication
such as a project leaflet, press releases,
regular project newsletters and
presentations of the project at relevant
events (conferences, workshops, etc.);

the targeted distribution of project
outcomes to relevant stakeholders

(e.g. to national ministries and research
institutions, universities, science counsellors,
other projects or institutions dealing with
South Korea, etc.);

a continuous scientific and policy

dialogue including annual conferences,
workshops, brokerage events and other
networking activities;

the participation in the NETWATCH
Information System (a central platform

for ERA-NETs) and the ERA-NET

Learning Platform.

Expected impact

KORANET's activities will help make the ERA a
success by improving the coherence of the in-
ternational S&T cooperation approaches of the
individual European countries. Furthermore, it
will strengthen the international dimension of the
ERA in relation to East Asia.

Furthermore, KORANET will support the cooper-
ation and coordination of research programmes
carried out at the national level in the EU Mem-
ber States and Associated Countries targeting
South Korea as a European partner country that
has gained importance in the last years. The
learning experience gained from devising and
implementing the joint funding programme will
facilitate the future development of transnational
programmes.

To sum up, the KORANET project will foster inter-
national S&T as well as competence network/clus-
ter cooperation between South Korea and Europe.
Thus, it will contribute to better science, greater
policy and regulatory synergies, mutual economic
gain through innovation and an increased impact
of science on key global issues. KORANETs stra-
tegic analyses and cooperation experiences will
provide a better understanding for future S&T net-
working activities with South Korea.
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